
CHURCH OF THE PALMS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Where faith happens and love abounds 

1960 N. Swinton Avenue Delray Beach, Florida 33444    

561.276.6347 + www.churchofthepalms.net  

 

Sunday, November 17, 2019                                                            10:00 am 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost   
  

Guests are a special blessing!  Please sign our Guest Book, located in the back of the 

sanctuary where a visitor packet is waiting for you! If you would like to receive our 

newsletters and weekly emails, include your email address.  We are blessed by your 

presence. 
 

As an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ, our goal 

is to extend to everyone an extravagant welcome in hopes that you will 

experience the abundant love of God here and be inspired to share that love with  

           the world. 
 

After worship, join us for refreshments and conversation in the Friendship Center. 

 

http://www.churchofthepalms.net/


To enhance your worship experience…  

• Kindly silence your cell phone in the sanctuary  

• There are no assigned seats – sit where you feel most comfortable 

• Back cushions are available in the back pew or ask an usher  

• A hearing loop encircles the sanctuary for those with hearing aids`  

• If you do not wish to keep your bulletin, please place it in the recycle box as you  

  exit to Friendship Center  

• Let us know what we can do for you!  
  

Nursery Care is available for infants and toddlers in the education building.  Ask an usher for 

assistance.  Sunday School classes meet in the Education Building following the Children’s 

Conversation. 
 

Prayer Requests are welcomed.  Please use the Connect Cards in the pew rack and place it on the 

offering plate or call the Church Office.   
 

If you are interested in more information or becoming a member, please complete the 

information on a Connect Card and place it on the offering plate or contact the Church Office to 

speak with the Pastor. 
 

About today’s Flutist…Asis Reyes is active as an orchestral and chamber musician in South 

Florida and has performed at major venues such as Kravis Center and the Broward Center for the 

Performing Arts. In New York City he was principal flutist with the Astoria Music Society and 

the East Side Orchestra. He also has performed with the Monadnock Music Festival Orchestra 

and the Colonial Symphony Orchestra. As soloist, he was the winner of Artist’s International 

Competition and performed a debut recital in Carnegie Hall in 2004 and has played at most 

important venues in New York City. In addition to classical music, he is a tango expert and has 

written a dissertation titled “A Performer’s Guide to Astor Piazzolla's Tango-Études pour flûte 

seule” which introduces classical musicians to the tango style.  Dr. Reyes has earned a Doctor of 

Musical Arts degree and an Advanced Interactive Technology and Pedagogy Certificate from The 

City University of New York. He also holds music degrees from the Manhattan School of Music 

(M.M.) and Lynn Conservatory of Music (B.M.).  Dr. Reyes is a passionate educator and serves 

as an adjunct professor at Palm Beach State College where he teaches music appreciate courses 

and is also the band director at the Arthur Meyer Jewish Preparatory in Palm Beach Gardens.  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

PARTICIPATING IN THIS MORNING’S SERVICE 

The Reverend Susan Moore, Minister 

Dr. Kirsten Hellman, Music Director 

Dr. Asis Reyes, Guest Flutist 

Barbara Sinclair, Liturgist 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
*please stand in body or spirit 

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 

Prelude Sonata for flute and keyboard, BWV 1032 “Vivace”  

by J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

*Call To worship 

One:   The Holy One is here in this community of faith.  

Women: Great is our God and greatly to be praised!  

One:          Let us bless our Lord’s Holy Name forever and ever. 

Men:  Great is our God and greatly to be praised!  

One:  Let us meditate on God’s wondrous works. 

Women:  Great is our God and greatly to be praised! 

One:      Let us bless and praise God’s name forever and ever.  

All:      Great is our God and greatly to be praised!  

 

*Invocation 

Holy One, you have promised to be with us,  

And long ago sent your Spirit to abide among us 

and guide us to a future of goodness and hope.   

We come seeking your truth, your justice, your kindness. 

O God, you are with us this morning.  

Let us feel your presence and  

welcome you into our lives.  

Come and fill these desires of our hearts. Amen.  
 

*Gathering Hymn  #1 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  
 

Prayer of Confession  

O God, we long to rest in you, to trust in your goodness, in your care for us,  

in your abundant life. 

But we don’t know how to rest and we have forgotten how to trust: 

We seek material goods that we don’t really need.   

We befriend people not always out of love.   

We ask questions of you like the Sadducees did of Jesus,  

questions that try only to prove our point, 

not to grow in understanding of your desires for us. 

Slow us down, Holy One.  

Attend to us, Holy One,   

And show us that you are our salvation and our resting place.                         2 



Assurance of Pardon 

The Holy One will make a place for you  

that is full of life and love, forgiveness and humility, kindness and justice.   

Your belonging to God is your salvation.  You may rest in that truth. 
 

Children’s Conversation 

Song:  God loves me. God loves me. From head to toe I know it’s so. God loves me!! 

(repeat) 
 

Old Testament Lesson                 Isaiah 65:17-25 

Gospel Lesson                               Luke 21: 5-15 
 

*Hymn #522                         I Love to Tell the Story 
 

Sermon                                   The Peaceable Kingdom? 
 

Pastoral Prayer 

Prayer of Jesus 
 

Response #769 (sung by all) 

 Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord 

 Incline thine ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

Offering Invitation 
 

Offertory   Sonata for flute and keyboard, BWV 1032 “Largo e dolce”    by J. S. Bach 
 

*Doxology 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God for all that love has done; 

 Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. Amen. 
 

*Dedication  

The gifts that sometimes seem, in our sight, to be nothing, O God,  

You bless and increase for your purposes.  

Where you dwell, where your Spirit abides, compassion abounds. 

We are happy to offer these gifts to you.  
 

*Closing hymn #473      Blessed Assurance 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude Sonata for flute and keyboard, BWV 1032 “Allegro”    by J. S. Bach 
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THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 

Office Hours this week are Tuesday - Friday, 9 AM to 1 PM.  If you need pastoral 

care, please call the church. 

Ask the Treasurer with Deirdre Scott is today at 11:30 AM in the office conference 

room and Tuesday, November 19 at 11:30 AM in the office conference room.  Please 

attend one session if you are interested in learning more about our finances. 

 

Choir Practice is 6 PM on Wednesdays. If you are interested in singing in our 

Choir, please contact Dr. Kirsten Hellman at kirsten.hellman@gmail.com. 

 

Food Donations are needed for CROS Ministries.  The homeless population in our 

area has increased and CROS NEEDS Food.  Pantry item needed this week is Canned 

Tuna.  Please put your donations in the bins in the back of the church and in 

Friendship Center.  To make a financial donation, go to crosministries.org. 

 

Following the Thanksgiving Day service on November 24, at 11:30, we will 

commence The Hanging of the Greens to prepare the sanctuary for the Advent 

Season. Many volunteers are needed! 

 

The Women’s Fellowship Annual Christmas Luncheon is Dec. 2 at the 

Delray Beach Golf Club.  RSVP with Margot Beck, 561-737-0012. 

A special pledge was made to the church to honor Rev. Dr. Charles Mory for 

his stewardship and unflagging faith in the life and future of the church. Also, 

we received another special donation in honor of Sally Dye’s 90th birthday.  

Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

No matter who you are, who you love, 

or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here! 

www.ucc.org 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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