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Friends, 
Recently, I became aware of several people taking a “wait-and-see” attitude to the 
renewal efforts of Church of the Palms, the pastoral search process, and their 
involvement in the Church.  With trademark humor, Desmond Tutu identifies how 
a neutral stance is not helpful: “If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, 
and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”   
Further, Jesus calls us to commitment, not hesitation: “No one who puts a hand on 
the plow and looks back is fit for God’s kingdom” (Luke 9:62).  A wait-and-see 
position is unhealthy for personal spiritual growth as well as the vitality of the 
Congregation.   

Certainly, times of transition fill us with unease and nostalgia.  So, what is the 
alternative – the faith-full alternative?  My journey in Benedictine spirituality 
introduced me to the value of stability.  For a monk, stability means making a 
pledge to a specific monastery for life – to these people, this place, these 
conditions, and whatever they may become in the future.  It’s kind of like the 
marriage vow that promises “for better or worse, until death do us part.” 

For those who don’t live in a monastery, the essential part of this is loyalty.  How 
do we practice loyalty in the midst of change and uncertainty?  We begin by 
placing a deep significance on keeping our promises.  When we join a 
congregation, we “promise to participate in the life and mission of this family of 
God’s people, sharing regularly in the worship of God and enlisting in the work 
of this local church as it serves this community and the world” (UCC Book of 
Worship).  This is a solemn pledge to be involved in what our church is becoming, 
to be faithful in small things, and to be someone others can count on.  Our personal 
loyalty makes all the difference. If we are taking a wait-and-see outlook, it is time 
to examine what we really stand for. 

Further, our loyalty to the Congregation is rooted in our fidelity to God, not to a 
minister or our friends.  It’s God who “gathers, protects, and preserves” the 
community (cf. Heidelberg Catechism).  When we are grounded in the practice of 
the presence of God, we can be confident that we will be loved and sustained in 
the midst of all life’s changes.  Our active participation is an act born of love.   

A wait-and-see mindset makes us perpetual transients – never really present, never 
really engaged.  What is it we are waiting for?  There is no perfect church.  We 
must do the best with where God puts us.       

Blessings, Pastor Brad 

 
is here & not to be 

missed! 
 

Breakfast Church is a 
relaxed, interactive 
worship service  that 
invites faith sharing and 
introduces different 
musical styles. 
Sunday, July 21 
Theme: Finding Balance 
for A Meaningful Life 
Featureing International 
Music 
 

Sunday, August 18 
Theme: Make a Joyful 
Noise 
Featuresing Praise Songs 
and Jazz music styles 

Ë 
A continental breakfast 
will be served at each 
service in the Friendship 
Center.  This is not a 
potluck! 



July Worship - Sundays, 10 am 
July 7 – 4th Sunday after Pentecost - Holy Communion 
Scripture:  Isaiah 66:10-14, 19-21; Luke 13:33-35 
Sermon:    Like A Loving Mother 
 
July 14 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture:  Luke 10:25-37 
Sermon: Compassionate Neighbors 
  
July 21 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Breakfast Church at 10am in Friendship Center 
Theme: Finding Balance for a Meaningful Life 

Scripture:  Luke 10:38-42 
 

July 28 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture:  Luke 11:1-13 
Sermon:    Prayer Changes Things 
 

August Worship - Sundays, 10 am 
August 4 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost - Holy Communion 
Scripture:  Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 
Sermon:    Where do you place your faith? 

 
August 11 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost  
Scripture:  Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Luke 12:32-40 
Sermon:    Live in Readiness 

 
August 18 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Breakfast Church at 10am in Friendship Center 
Theme: Make a Joyful Noise! 

Scripture: Psalm 100 
  
August 25 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture: Isaiah 58:9b-14; Luke 13:1-17 
Sermon:   Sabbath as Resistance 
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Henrietta Smith 
Frank Barragato, friend of Barbara Small 
Lou Friedman, friend of Barbara Small 
Carin Young & Family 
Bertha Jolicoeur friend of Barbara Nickerson-Estrada 
Clover & Jeff Miller, friends of Barbara Nickerson-
Estrada 
Carole Kotkier friend of Barbara Nickerson-Estrada 
Ryan Powell, Claire Powell’s grandson 
 
For our shut-ins: 
Barbara Daum, Linda Dick, Jackie Fusco, Marlene 
Hambleton, Dorothy Jones, John Mann, Ellen Mason, 
Barbara Miller, John Nemire, Henrietta Smith, Harry 
Wagner 
 
TO SUBMIT A PRAYER REQUEST, complete the 
back of the “CONNECT” card in the pew and place it on 
the offering plate or call the Office. 
 

Generosity Cards, In gratitude for blessings: 
“I will sign up and go to the shower truck” 

“I will take a prayer stroll” 
(Generosity Cards are available at the back of the 

sanctuary.  Place them in the offering plate.) 
hg 

SPECIAL MISSION 
SPEAKERS 

As a part of our effort to become a 
missional church, we have invited 

speakers to address us about needs in our immediate 
community.  Our guests will speak briefly at the end 
of Communion services and then join us for informal 
conversation in Friendship Center. 
Sunday, June 2: Sandra Symonds, Family Promise 
Sunday, July 7: Lizz Sanders, COTP rep for Interfaith  
   Committee  
Sunday, August 4: James Green, Palm Beach County   
   Community Services 

hg 

                IMPORTANT!!! 
CONGREGATIONAL 

CONVERSATION: SAVE OUR 
WINDOW 

Sunday, June 30, 11:30am-12:30pm 
Representatives of McMow Glass will be present to 
explain the situation; costs, loans, & repayment 
options will be reviewed.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Notes 
    To Worship is to Sing                

 

Sing Camp began this year June 17 
– 28. There will be two more 
weeks of Sing Camp the weeks of 
July 8 and 15. The days are filled 
with songs, games, movement, and 

instructions on performance techniques. Each week 
concludes with a brief performance on Friday at 
2:30pm in the church. Everyone is welcome to attend 
these brief Friday afternoon performances. Came and 
hear the Sing Camp presentation and you will see 
their joy and enthusiasm. Bring a friend and be 
blessed by the music of the youth. 

Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God Alone) 

Ed Krynicki   
Letter from Elaine Reinhardt: 

Dear church family, 
Thank you for the lovely card and 
generous monetary gift. It was so 
very thoughtful of you to remember 
me in such a special way. Playing 
the piano at Palms is an honor and a 
privilege and I feel blessed to be able to share my 
music with all of you. I look forward to seeing you all 
again in the fall. With much appreciation, Elaine 

hg 
 

 
News 
 

From the May 20 meeting: 
 Approved a $1,000 Atchison Scholarship Fund 
application from Jennifer Volcy  
 Received Ed Krynicki’s retirement letter effective 
August 11.  A special recognition of his 11+ years of 
service will be planned that day.  A Music Director 
search team is being formed and will meet the last week 
of June. 
 Voted to replace the AC unit at the front north of the 
sanctuary using the annual Oosterhuis donation to 
cover the $6,219 cost. 
 Voted to participate in FPL’s time use program which 
should result in significant savings.  Including in the 
approval is purchase of 8 programmable thermostats 
with locking cases; McGill AC will install at no charge. 
 Voted to place $6500 received from sale of 2 crypts 
at Boca Mausoleum in a new Sun Trust Savings 
account earmarked for restoration of the stained-glass 
window. 
 Met with representatives of McMow Glass regarding 
the condition of the stained-glass windows in the 
church.  After much discussion and consideration of 
recommendations from the Administration Team, the 
Council voted to hold a Congregational Conversation 
on Sunday, June 30, 11:30am, to provide information 
to all about the condition of the windows, review our 
options, share information on loans and repayment 
options. 
 The New Beginnings Task Force will be extended 
through July 30 in order to complete its report. 
 The resignation of Karin Cogswell as Clerk was 
accepted; Kathy Mory has been appointed to fill the 
remainder of her term. 

  
 

August 11 
                                    (No meeting in July) 

 

Ministry teams meet 12:00pm-1:00pm with a wrap 
up from 1:00pm-1:15pm. 

hg 
As an Open and Affirming congregation of 
the United Church of Christ, our goal is to 
extend to everyone an extravagant welcome 

in hopes that all will experience the abundant love of 
God and be inspired to share that love with the world. 

Birthdays 
July: 

 02 Marianne Colantonio 
 04 Andrew Berg 
 06 Rose DeZago 
 07 Janelle Sloan 
 09 Anita Miller 
 11 Elaine Reinhardt 
 13 Joan Albisser 
 21 Margherite Okerman 
 23 Gavin Hammett 
 23 Arnie Miller 
 27 Prophete Volcy 
 30 Dr. Russell Hardin 

August: 
 20 Elijah Hammett 
 22 Addison McAndrews 
 

 



PASTORAL SEARCH UPDATE 
The Pastoral Search Committee has 
continued its work since the official 
launch on April 3. We have reviewed 
the profiles of several well qualified 
candidates and are moving into the 

interview phase of the process. The New Beginnings 
project, which is featured prominently in our profile, 
has attracted strong interest from candidates. We will 
continue to update the COTP Congregation on the 
general progress of the search. As we have noted 
before, we will maintain confidentiality until we invite 
someone for what is known as a candidate weekend.  

THE LIVE FRESH SHOWER TRUCK 

 
Many thanks to all the volunteers who are 

supporting the Live Fresh Shower truck for the 
homeless in Delray Beach. 

hg 

Your Giving is an act of worship! 
A BIG THANK YOU to all our 
members who are now making 
their donations through the 
system.  If you would like to 

give electronically, go to our website, click DONATE 
to make a safe and secure contribution using your 
credit or debit card, checking or savings account.  
The DONATE link is also included in the Pastor’s 
weekly email.  Choose to make a one-time gift or set 
up a recurring donation that gives automatically.  Call 
the office if you have any questions. 
 

hg 
No matter who you are, who you love, or 

where you are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome at 

Church of the Palms United Church of Christ 

 

Church of the Palms United Church of Christ  
1960 N. Swinton Avenue, Delray Beach, FL 33444 

 

561.276.6347 www.churchofthepalms.net 
info@churchofthepalms.net 

  
Rev. Brad S. Lutz, Designated Term Pastor       Barbara Sinclair, Moderator  
Theresa Baudier, Administrative Assistant  “Bud” Scott, Vice Moderator/Administration Team  
Edward M. Krynicki, Minister of Music                        Kathy Mory, Clerk 
Elaine Reinhardt, Pianist                            Deirdre Scott, Treasurer 
Milan Charles Sunday School Teacher                             Charles Mory, Faith Formation Team 
Jeanrony Esther, Alexander Castle, Sextons                                        Lizz Sanders, Mission Team  
                                            Susan Moore, Spiritual Life & Celebration Team  

. . . and many incredible volunteers! 



    JULY 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 2 3 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
 

4 
Church Office Closed

 

5 
 

6 
 

7 4rd Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am - Communion  
11:00 am - Social Hour 
 

8  
 
 
 
 
 

Sing Camp 

9 
11am Women’s 
Fellowship Meeting 
 
 
 
Sing Camp 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing Camp 

11 
Pastor’s Office Hours 
  
 
 
 
Sing Camp 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing Camp 

13 
 

14 5th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am -Worship  
11:00 am - Social Hour 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing Camp 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing Camp 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing Camp 

18 
Pastor’s Office Hours  
  
 
 
 
Sing Camp 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing Camp 

20 
 

21 6th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am – Breakfast 
Church 
11:00 am - Social Hour 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25  
Pastor’s Office Hours 
 
 
 

26 
 

26 
 
 
 

28 7th Sunday after 
Pentecost  
10am -Worship  
11:00 am - Social Hour 
 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 

31 
 
 

 31  

             Tuesday – Friday, 9am-1pm 
Pastor’s hours on days indicated from 9am 

but always call first to be sure he is 
available. 

https://www.sketchport.com/drawing/3990015/4th-of-july
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.simplydesigning.net/2010/06/4th-of-july-extravaganza_29.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


  
AUGUST 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
  
 

2 3 
 
 
 
 
 

4 8th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am - Communion  
11:00 am - Social 
Hour 
 

5 6 

 

7 
 
 

8 
Pastor’s Office Hours 
  
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 9th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am -Worship  
11:00 am - Social 
Hour 
11:30 SUPER 
SUNDAY 
 

12 
 

 

13 
11am Women’s 
Fellowship Meeting 
 

14 15  
Pastor’s Office Hours 
  
 

16  17  

18 10th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am – Breakfast 
Church  
11:00 am - Social 
Hour 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Pastor’s Office Hours 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 

25 11th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am – Worship  
11:00 am - Social 
Hour 
 

26 
 
 
 
6pm Leadership Council 

27  28 29 
Pastor’s Office Hours 
  
 

30 31 

 

             Tuesday – Friday, 9am-1pm 
Pastor’s hours on days indicated from 9am 

but always call first to be sure he is 
available. 

http://www.shoutoutuk.org/2012/09/06/late-summer-bad-news-summary/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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